
1

Dear Enthusiast

A late newsletter 
again but taking 

a holiday takes 

a fair chunk out 

of the month and 
we had a bit 

longer than usual 

this time as we 

did the mad thing 

and drove down to 
Southern Spain! 

On the way back 

we spotted the 

town of Angouleme 
on the map, so 

with a small detour we thought 

we’d take a visit and have a 

coffee. Little did we know that 

it was the annual “Circuits des 
Remparts” weekend. I knew it 

was held during September but 

didn’t think any more of it. We 

weren’t able to stay long but 

found ourselves driving right 
through the thick of the crowds 

and classics, with nowhere to 

park. We didn’t even get the 

cup of coffee. I know a few have 
been from the club in past 

years and John P is a regular 

entrant but I must say it did 

look pretty good as a weekend 

event. Incidentally, Sue is 
sure she saw John’s yellow 

Elise parked up as we drove out 

of the town.

With my shortage of time this 

month I’ll have to keep it 

brief and just thank everybody 
who supplied photos and Jenny 

for the LYLAH write up. 

Howard was off to The Kentagon 

at Brands on the Wednesday 

evening after the Bank Holiday 

as he's discovered it hosts a 
classic car meeting there every 

month. I should have more to 

report next month.

And that brings me on nicely to 
the annual festival. We had a 

good showing on both days and 

John P did a grand job looking 

after everything and sharing 

cost of the few tickets that 
were needed between all of us. 

We all agreed that the small 

surplus collected should be 

donated to the Demelza 
children’s charity. It was a 

case of Rain Stopped Play on 

Saturday as the skies opened 

late in the afternoon but 

Sunday was fine. There’s lots 
of photos on the website from 

the weekend so please take a 

look. I had to include this one 

though. I don’t think Howard 
should have had that curry on 

Friday night!!

 

The Midweek Run could have been 

re-christened the 'John Run' 

John & Joan’ John & Pam, Jon 

and Michelle and yours truly. 

We did a repeat (almost) of a 

run we did a few years ago 

which ended up at The Laugh-
ing Fish at Isfield. A de-

lightful pub with good food 

and a steam railway next 

door! John even found his 
next racing project in the 

garden........

 

 

I’ll leave you with Jenny’s 
LYLAH write up over the page as 

well as some nice pictures that 

Howard E took at Brands.

Vaughn supplied an interesting 
snippet which I’ll include next 

month and I’ll also report on 

Alan Morgan’s visit.

The next meeting is on 9th 
October at The Plough. So see 

you there. 

        John
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Dear John
I hope that there is some merit in 

the non technical account of the 
afternoon - if you need more vehicle 

details etc Terry, Jonathon or Howard 
should be able to fill you in.

It would have been 

ideal if the after-

noon had been bright 
and sunny but second 

best was good enough 
as it was dry, warm 

but grey.  This did 
not deter the first 

enthusiastic mem-

bers (who have 
pleaded to remain 

anonymous) and were 
so keen to participate that they 

arrived early but very 
apologetic.

It was unfortu-
nate that they 

had only read the 

instruction sheet 
during the journey 

and realized that 
they should have ar-

rived in their MGB not 
the Lotus, which was 

promptly banished to 

the periphery of the 
property.

Throughout the after-
noon more people 

turned up either in 
exotica or more pe-

destrian vehicles, 
parked up to enjoy 

viewing the various 

models encompassing Aston 
Martin, Audi, Porsche, Lan-

cia, Toyota and Manco Dingo.
After suitable time given 

over to inspecting, compar-
ing, sitting in, commenting on 

all vehicles, it was time for 

tiffin whilst judge for the day 
Michael, chosen for his 

admitted minimal knowledge 
of things automotive and 

thus completely unbiased, 
deliberated on his choice 

of vehicle he would most 
like to take home, be it 

specialist or utilitar-

ian.  The winner was 
judged to be the Fiat 

Seicento Citymatic 
thanks to its versatility indi-

cated by its many stickers and Lotus 
spare wheel in the back.  Matt and 

Trudi had amassed the most items with 
Lotus branding and became the proud 

possessors of The Lotus Memoirs CD 

to add to their collection and expand 
their musical knowledge of under-

ground hip-hop and yoga music.  
Sustained and revived 

by refreshment 
the Dingo was 

then exercised 

up and down the 
drive by all 

those who had a 
desire to drive 

something with a 
little less sophis-

tication than usu-
al.  Meanwhile 

Jonathon, who could 

not participate in 
this due to injury, 

found action else-
where and honed 

his skills with 
the Carnage ra-

dio-controlled 

car to master 
the undulating 

course.  After owners gener-
ously went out for test-

drives accompanied by 
other members, the day 

drew to a close after 6.30 
pm.  We would like to 

especially thank Michael 

the judge for giv-
ing up his after-

noon to help with 
the organisation 

and all those 
members who 

made time to 

join us for an 
afternoon of 

alternative 
automotive 

fun.  Finally for 
the member who helpfully 

advised us that he could not 
join in this time but 

was looking forward 

to attending next year 
the opportunity is 

open for him to take up 
the challenge!

Regards

Jenny

Howard was lucky to be in 

the pits during the F1 demo 

laps at Brands and was able 

to take these pictures.


