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Editorial

First run out of the year.

Dear Members.

There was a good turnout to visit Bell and Colvill on 28th
February as this was a first for the group even if most of
us have been there individually in the past. It was also
the Group's first official outing of the year after
winter hibernation.

Firstly I have to start with not one but two
apologies. Firstly, to those of you who receive
the email version of the newsletter, I must
apologise for the poor quality of the image of
the front page of Motorsport in Vaughn’s
article. The printed version was perfectly
to
okay, soForward
my apologies
for that, and my
apologies to Vaughn.
Secondly I have to apologies for my inability
to count! It has been pointed out to me that I
incorrectly numbered the January and
February newsletters. Not a very good start to
my journalistic career, but I believe that this
one, number 239 is correct, January should
read 237 & February 238.
We have had two events since the last
newsletter, the run out to Bell and Colville,
and the AGM.
Roger R has kindly provided a note regarding
the B&C visit which you will see overleaf.
We had just sixteen members present for the
AGM, but that did enable us to complete the
business of the evening very speedily, the
main headlines being that the proposal for a
Family (or ‘Multi’) membership grade in
addition to the single membership was
agreed, and that the Christmas dinner this
year will be held at the Holiday Inn at
Wrotham.
Jon & Michelle have done a lot of work finding
a new venue for the Christmas meal, and the
Planning Group are confident that the hotel
will prove to be a good choice. Michelle has
emailed the membership a note regarding
this, and it will be very helpful if you could let
Michelle know if you are likely to attend, since
we need to book the venue and give the hotel
an indication of numbers.
O
Finally, an updated events list is included in
this newsletter. A few items are still ‘tbc’, but
you will see that we have an excellent year to
look forward to.

Howard and Jenny T, Richard and Jackie C, Roger D,
Roger R and Dave E and his daughter met up and set
off from the big Grasshopper for a sunny and cold run
along the A25. Certainly colder for the brave or
foolhardy types who decided to go topless as it were, we
drove through Godstone, Redhill and Reigate, just about
keeping together with the aid of a couple of stops.
The convoy detoured round Headley Heath to get
to Leatherhead, which may not have been strictly
necessary but which was more fun than the A24. Once
at Bell and Colvill, the convoy met up with Chris C, John
U, Mike P, Jim E and Simon and Pat D. In urgent need of
warming up, we all headed for the complimentary tea
and coffee - and sticky buns - before walking around the
showroom and the forecourt, where there was a good
range of current Lotus models for sale.
However, it was the new Lotus 3-Eleven that caught
everyone's eye. The transverse 3.5-litre Toyota V6
produces 410bhp in road form and 460 bhp in race form
capable of 0 to 60 in 2.9 seconds, which puts it in the
same league as the McLaren P1 and LaFerrari, although
with fewer refinements. Some might say no refinements,
this is like the 2-Eleven's bigger, evil brother.
Big thanks must go to John P for organising the trip,
although he was unable to make it due to illness. Here's
hoping it was the first of many well supported NKLG
events blessed with fine weather this year. Thanks too
to Dave for leading us all from Westerham to B&C, being
the only one amongst us with a functioning satnav!
Subscriptions
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Lotus Foibles Part Two.
Following part 1 in January’s newsletter, Vaughn’s tribulations continue .......................

In last January’s NKLG newsletter I reported that my Elise S2 front indicator unit had become detached and
flew up onto the bonnet whilst driving and was only restrained by the electrical cables. At a cost £149:90 for
a replacement I decided to telephone Paul Matty Sports Cars and spoke to Roy, the head mechanic who
confirmed that this was a known failure on the early S2 Elise’s and there was a Lotus service bulletin
Number 2003/09 which described an official modification to overcome this problem.
The bulletin stated that all Elise S2 prior to Vin Serial number 4269 should be modified to ensure the unit’s
retention and was at the time an allowable warranty claim.
The modification consisted of a strong plastic clip (part no. A075W6229F) and a sealed rivet (part no.
A085W6259F). Thankfully the Paul Matty stores had two kits in stock and explained that these parts were
believed to be still available from Lotus. The total cost worked out at £6:17 for two kits including postage and
VAT, so I decided it was worth taking a chance.
Careful examination of my indicator lamp suggested that this official “repair” had been undertaken previously
as the unit displayed “saw” marks where the original broken clip had been and a 5 mm hole exactly where
the bulletin suggested. I never found the previous clip and where it had gone is a mystery.
My unit showed several small cracks in the plastic backing which I had to repair with superglue. These
cracks had been caused by either over tightening of the rivet during a previous repair or vibration over time
although I suspect the former.
Having cleaned and flattened the unit’s plastic back where the clip was to be mounted, I coated the mating
surfaces with Araldite to give addition support prior to attaching the clip with the rivet. I also made sure I did
not overtighten the rivet but don’t expect the rivet stub to snap off as the plastic will have already cracked if
you do. I subsequently left the unit for two days to harden prior to carefully re-fitting.

It may not look very pretty it is worth a try and only time will tell if I have been successful.
But I’d better start saving for a new one just in case!
Vaughn

2016 NKLG Events
Date
February
March

28 February 2016
09 March 2016

Event
Visit to Bell and Colvill
AGM

April

24 April 2016

Spring run – Drive it Day

May

08 May 2016

29 May 2016

Motors by the Moat at Leeds Castle - Charge of £10 per car
Valance Pre 1970’s Vintage Car Show & Hill Climb Demonstration
friendsofvalenceschool.com/event/classic-car-rally/
Crystal Palace

30 May 2016

Crystal Palace

15/05/2016

June

Sat and Sun Tba
22 June 2016
th

th

18 -19 Jun
rd

July

th

Run to Bluebell Railway for visit to Carriage sheds then pub lunch
Le Mans

23 – 26 Jun

Festival of Speed

26 June 2016

Sundridge Car show

th

8 – 10 July

Le Mans Classic

24 July 2016

BBQ – White Rock

th

st Jul

29 – 31
August

Visit and overnight to Hethel

Silverstone Classic

27 August 2016

Brands Festival

28 August 2016

Brands Festival

29 August 2016

Bexhill

September

Tba
9th – 11th Sep
04 September 2016
11/09/2016
th

th

16 – 18 Sep

Edenbridge
Revival
Autumn run to Howard and Jenny’s Stanny’s American Smokehouse to
provide food
Aylesford Classic Car Show
Circuit des Remparts
St Christopher’s Classic car show

18/9/2016
25 September 2016
October

November
December
March 2017

29 October 2016

03 December 2016
9/3/2017

www.stchistophers.org.uk
Group visit to Brooklands
Evening Halloween Run to haunted Pluckley followed by pub meal

Christmas meal
AGM
Contacts

Meetings: 2nd Wednesday, The White Rock Inn, Underriver, TN15 0SB
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