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Editorial
It’s been a busy month since the last
newsletter with the Spring Run, Supercar
Siege at Leeds Castle and the Valence
Hillclimb, all of which I managed to miss due
to holidays and other commitments!
All went well, I understand, and Roger has
kindly provided a report on the hillclimb, and I
Forward
to have notes on the other
am hopeful
that we’ll
two events in the next newsletter. In the
meantime you’ll have to make do with some
photos (although if a picture paints a
thousand words we’ll probably not need the
reports anyway).
I did find myself at a loose end one fine
Saturday at the end of April, so I enjoyed a
quick run down to Goodwood, which was
hosting a Lotus track day. There I found John
U enjoying himself in his M100 Elan,
photographic evidence below.

I also managed to miss the May clubnight,
which I gather was an average turn-out but
we did have two new members in attendance.
A warm welcome to Richard and Ron.
We’ve had a few new members join over
recent months, however we haven’t seen
them at subsequent clubnights. I know midweek is difficult for many people, but let’s all
make a special effort to attend June’s
meeting, and all ‘old hands’ will be tasked with
making a point of talking to people they don’t
know! I know it’s asking a bit much of June,
but the weather should be good, so I hope to
see many of you there.
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Valence Hillclimb & Classic Car Show 15th May
For the first time in about twenty years, motorsport
returned to Valence School in Brasted this month.
Sevenoaks Motor Club ran an annual hill climb event
there for many years before health and safety (yes,
those terrible twins) issues caused the Club to look
elsewhere for a venue. It wasn't until 2010 that the event
was revived, this time on part of the old Crystal Palace
race circuit and a further six years until Friends of
Valence School decided to revive the old Brasted event
with the help of Sevenoaks Motor Club, who provided
their expertise, equipment and marshals.
The course is now significantly shorter as the start line
has been moved uphill from the entrance to the golf club,
which has been built in the intervening years. This was a
demonstration event with no timing of the runs but it was
a good warm up for some of the cars that will compete at
Crystal Palace at the end of the month.
Lotus was well represented with two Elan Plus 2s, two
Lotus Cortinas and a Lotus 6 with an interesting racing
history winning several hill climb and sprint trophies in
the 1950s and 1960s. It has an MG 1.5 litre engine
topped with twin SU carbs as used on the Jaguar XK120
with the rear bodywork significantly cut away, which
apparently the original owner found helped its
aerodynamics. However, anyone who remembers the
event back in the 1980s and 1990s will be pleased to
hear that the star of the day was Jim Tiller in his Chevy
V8 powered Allard J2, still burning up the tarmac after all
these years.
As added interest, for the first time at this event, there
was also a classic car show, which was well attended.
Talking to the organisers, this was very much a trial
event to see how popular it would be and initial reactions
were that the number and quality of competitors, classic
cars for the static show and spectators were all higher
than expected and they were already talking about
making it an annual event.
As the event is run by Friends of Valence School, the hill
climb was open to anyone with a pre-1970 car for the
bargain price of £3 per climb, which might tempt some of
our members next year, especially those with a heavy
right foot. At the very least, we should consider having a
presence at the classic car show. Roll on next year!
Roger R.

Valence Hillclimb.

Leeds Castle Supercar Siege. Where Michelle becomes a media star ..............................!
(Both of the photographs were taken from the television).

New Kids on the Block?
An advert and brief article appeared in a recent edition of Sevenoaks Chronicle regarding Chapman Cars
near Ide Hill. They appear to specialise in 7’s/Caterhams, but say they offer a complete service buying and
selling all types of Lotus. They also offer servicing, upgrades, finance and insurance. Does anyone have
any knowledge or experience of their services? I’m sure Members would be interested to hear about them if
you have.

Continuing the ‘Lotus Foibles’ series, another contribution from Vaughn, although this should perhaps fall
into the ‘Lotus Traumas’ category.
Trouble at Mill!
I have owned my Elise for eight and a half years in which time I have only driven some 14,000 miles –
shame on me!
After a rather long period without driving it this year and as the sun was shining, I thought I would “tempt”
providence by getting it out and having a run. All seemed to be going rather well on the trip but on my
return home I noticed that some caramel coloured sludge had suddenly appeared in the water header
tank.
My first reaction was to check for contamination in the oil or loss of water – but nothing seemed wrong and
the engine performance seemed to be good. Searching the Internet suggested that on K type engines,
high pressure oil could be breaking through the head gasket into the lower pressure waterways (Oh dear).
Paul Matty’s head mechanic, in Birmingham, suggested that it “may” not be the head gasket but he would
need to test everything, but Birmingham is just too far to drive it there with a possible failing head gasket.
As far as I know my Elise cylinder head has never been removed so it may have the original head gasket
and not one of the later improved types.
Next step was to talk to Bell and Colville and they asked when the coolant had last been changed and I
had to say not during my ownership. They informed me that the coolant/inhibitor should be changed on a
regular basis – Woops!
They suggested the first step was power flushing the system and see if the sludge re-appeared.
Several days later I commenced a very cautious journey to Bell and Colville around the M25, with Diana
acting as rear guard, whilst I watched the temperature gauge for overheating etc. and his trip was
completed without any further problems, traffic excepted.
After the system had been flushed out several times, followed by road testing, the sludge has apparently
reappeared and Bell and Colville have now confirmed that the head gasket is the culprit, or so they
believe. They intend to strip down the cylinder head and have it checked for flatness and/or refaced, install
the improved type head gasket and whilst it is all in “bits” replace the cam belts, coolant and oil etc.
So I now wait with some trepidation for a rather large and expensive invoice.
Such are the joys of Lotus ownership.
Vaughn.
Spring run, which includes, I think, a photo of our youngest member’s car.
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