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Editorial.

Not too much to report at this time of year, but we did have a good turn-out for the February club night which
involved some proper ‘motoring club’ activity, with me bringing my reassembled hub into the pub, and others
bringing their torque wrenches along so we could torque it up to 210Nm. A lot of us have torque wrenches,
but not all, me amongst them, have one that goes up to that high a setting. Thanks to all who assisted.
Although not an official ‘Toolshare’ undertaking, it was a good example of how well this can work. As noted in
the last newsletter the Toolshare is now up and running on the website, so please sign-up with anything you
have to offer (knowledge as well as tools), and this could become a very useful facility for the Group, and a
tangible benefit of being a member for some. This will be discussed further at the forthcoming AGM.
Talking of the AGM, do please attend if you are able. As previously noted, the whole of the Steering Group is
up for re-election, however there have been no nominations by others to be considered so the re-elections
should be a formality, but there are other matters to discuss, and there’s always the possibility of a surprise
on the evening when we get to ‘any other business’. The Group is run for the benefit of its members, so
please pitch in with any concerns or suggestions you may have. Without looking for trouble, past AGM’s
have been rather brief, formal and uneventful, so perhaps there’s something out there to liven things up. The
AGM is at 8pm, Wednesday 13th March.
True to form, Vaughn has provided us with another interesting and informative contribution this month. In
fact, I think he’s supplied me with enough to get us all the way through the summer, so how about others
giving him some competition? As you know, all contributions are very gratefully received, and as ever my
thanks to Vaughn for this one.
Finally, draft events schedule is taking shape, preliminary copy on the back page. A lot of good things to look
forward to this year!

Martin Donnelly and Lotus
I have just been reading an old copy of Octane (July 2018) and an article about the Lotus Driving Academy.
The academy’s chief instructor is ex Lotus F1 driver Martin Donnelly and the driving academy syllabus
consists of various levels of competence training eg. Bronze, Silver through to Gold and Platinum where the
latter qualifies you to race.
Martin’s F1 career came to a very sudden halt in 1990 when at the age of 26 he had a huge accident at
Jerez in Spain. This article triggered me to look at my copy of the 1990/91 Autocourse reference book.
According to the race report, and I summarise: With eight minutes to go in qualifying, Martin’s Lotus 102 which was powered by a Lamborghini engine,
broke its front suspension which then launched him into the barriers at over 140mph. He left the circuit at the
entrance to a sixth-gear double-apex right-hander and the impact was like that of a bomb exploding with the
carbon-fibre monocoque shattering. Martin was thrown out onto the track still strapped in his seat.
The report suggests that the Lotus chassis disintegration “may” have helped him survive although he
suffered two broken legs, left thigh, damaged lungs and was under full paralysis sedation with his breathing
assisted by a ventilator for two weeks afterwards.
Apparently, Ayton Senna immediately visited the scene of the accident and subsequently Martin whilst he
was still in the medical centre and was visibly shaken and stated “It makes you realise just how fragile we all
are”.

Martin was flown back to the UK and treated by Professor Sid Watkins at the London Hospital in Whitechapel
Road where the Professor was the head of neuro-surgery.
This crash initiated a comprehensive review of crash testing for 1991/92 and the FIA approved an increase in
the speed, by 25 mph, of the front structure crash test, a revised roll structure and a compression test on the
underside of the chassis/fuel cell.
The report suggests that dissipating energy is fundamental in managing the enormous forces involved.
Benetton Technical director John Barnard stated at the time that you can make a chassis as stiff as a concrete
block if you want to BUT the driver will be physically destroyed and the driver’s body can only withstand so
much in an accident.
In 2007 some NKLG members participated in the Brands Hatch “Guinness Book of Records parade of the
most Lotus cars”, which included me in my Lotus Europa. Subsequently participants were invited to the
Lipscoms Lotus dealership in Aylesford for the unveiling of a commemorative plaque.
I wonder where the plaque is now that Lipscombs is no longer a Lotus dealer?
Can you spot any NKLG members names? (I spotted six! – Ed.)

Martin and the famous Lotus chief mechanic Bob Dance were guests of honour and both gave short informal
presentations followed by the chance to have a chat.

Above. Remains of Martin’s 1999 Lotus 102
Steering Wheel

Above. Bob Dance and Martin Donnelly at
Lipscomb’s

Right. A rather younger looking Me!!!
Holding the actual wheel.
Vaughn
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2019 NKLG Events
Date

Event

March
April

Sunday 21st April

Festival of Steam & Transport – Chatham Historic
Dockyard

May

Sunday 12th May

Motors by the Moat at Leeds Castle

Sunday 19thMay
Sunday 19th May
Sunday/Monday26/27th May
Saturday/Sunday25/26th May

Faversham Transport Weekend
Valence Hill Climb, Westerham
Crystal Palace
Brands Hatch Masters

June

Saturday/Sunday 15/16th June

Le Mans

July

Sunday 14th July

British GP

Thursday-Sunday 4th-7th July
th

August

th

Goodwood Festival of Speed

Friday-Sunday 26 -28 July

Silverstone Classic

TBA

NKLG BBQ

Sunday 11th August
Saturday 17th & Sun 18th August
Monday 26th August

Herne Bay Classic Motor Show
Biggin Hill Festival of Flight
Bexhill Car Show

September Saturday 7th September TBC
th

Brands Hatch

Saturday 7 September TBC

25th Anniversary Meal

Sunday 8th September

Kent’s Classic Car Show, Aylesford

Sunday 8th September

Edenbridge Car Show

13th-15th September

Goodwood Revival

TBA

Quiz Night
Christmas meal Hadlow Manor Hotel Room rate £87
quote 31268 when booking

October
November

Saturday 30th November

TBA:
25th Anniversary celebrations:
Ypres weekend away.
Fish and chip run – short notice, nice weather
Recharge Run, Dungeness Power Station and The Pilot Inn
Dover Castle Run.
Howard & Jenny’s with BBQ

