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Editorial. 

After completely failing to produce a newsletter in November I’m happy to say we’ve got a bumper edition 
this month, thanks mainly to our two primary correspondents, Richard and Vaughn, but we also have a few 
announcements and news items. 

We’re only just entering February, but I think it’s safe to say we’re already looking forward to the motoring 
year to come. I did say in the last newsletter that I would highlight the more popular suggestions for events 
that came out of our Christmas meal survey, but we are so spoilt for choice that some are already being 
assigned to next year, and to highlight them at this stage may cause some disappointment. You’ll therefore 
have to wait until the events programme is issued, but I can tell you that the Steering Group has this well 
under way, and with luck a preliminary view may be available next month. Needless to say, we’ve got some 
great things to look forward to. One early event is, of course, the AGM. For the last couple of years this has 
slipped back to April (my fault!) but the intention is that this one will take its rightful place at the March club 
night this year. As previously highlighted, all the Steering Group positions are due for renewal this year, so if 
you are thinking of getting more involved, please note the box below. 

One popular item on the events suggestion list is a quiz night. This is likely to be combined with a club night, 
and will probably be a winter event, but what we don’t have at this stage is anyone to organise it. If anyone 
would like to take that on, please let me know. 

We are also in the process of changing our website provider. Richard C is kindly taking us through that, and 
frankly he’s the only member of the Steering Group who’s able to, and he’s updating the site as he does so, 
but he could really do with some assistance with this. If you feel able to help, please make yourself known to 
Richard. . This is still a work in progress, but the old newsletters have been uploaded, and in time it will be 
much easier for members to upload details and pictures of their cars. There are very few on the site at 
present, and those that are have been there for some time, and it would be good to get a lot more 
information uploaded here. I’m as guilty as anyone, none of my details are there, but I’ll make a point of 
leading by example very soon. The big news in this respect though is that the ‘tool share’ area has been 
added to the website. Please see the item below relating to this. 

Don’t forget, AGM next club night, 13th March. Hope to see you there! 

BEWARE! 

I’m sorry to report that a member had his car 
broken into at the club night back in November. 

You’ll be aware that the far end of the Moody Mare 
car park is very dark in the winter months, so be 
mindful of this when you leave your car, and, as 
always advised, keep all valuables out of site. 

The pub did make a planning application to 
illuminate the car park, but this was turned down, 
but it’s understood that a further application is to be 
made for low-level lighting. Hopefully this one will 
be successful. 

The Moody Mare Manager also informed us that 
this is the first incident of this nature that they have 
experienced, so hopefully this was a one-off, but 
take care all the same. 

Steering Group Elections. 
Don’t forget, all the posts are up for re-election at 
the AGM. If anyone fancies assisting the club in 

this way, please make yourself known. 
Nominations are due one month ahead of the 

AGM, so time’s a bit short, but I don’t think anyone 
would mind if there’s some slight flexibility in this. 

Tool Share. 

Details of this are now on the website. I’m sure we 
all have at least a basic set of tools, but if you have 

anything that you think may be of use to others, 
including your knowledge, and you would be happy 
to share it with your fellow members, please follow 

the link on the website. Not only will this be a 
tangible benefit of being a member, the likelihood is 

that you will get to meet members that you’ve 
previously had no contact with, so make jobs 

easier and make new friends! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

My Classic Lotus ? 

It was during a recent NKLG meeting that I overheard someone mention that they felt a little excluded during 
some discussions as they did not own a classic Lotus. 

This triggered a thought process and made me wonder just when a Lotus is considered to be a classic and if 
my Elise S2 was one. Should a car be judged by age, desirability, style or something else? 

Taking a simplistic view, I thought about the cars owned by NKLG members and they fall into various age 
groups (the cars, not the members) : - 

• The Genuine Lotus 5, 6 or 7 

• Elite (Type 14, 1957 to 62),  

• Elans (Type 26, 1962 to 73) and Plus 2 (Type 50, 1967 to 73) 

• Europa’s (Type 74, 1967 to 74) 

• The Elite (Type 75, 1974 to 82), Eclat (Type 76, 1975 to 82), Esprit (all varieties - 1976 to 97) 

• The 1990’s front wheel Elans (M100) 

• The Elise/ Exige (Type 111, 1996 onwards) and Evora variants. 

I suspect many NKLG owners would consider that their car is a “classic” and claim that the cut-off date for 
classic status starts just after their own model ceased production. However, one car insurance company I 
approached recently only offered “classic car” cover if the vehicle is twenty years old so that could be one 
definition we could use but that excludes any car produced after late 1998.  

So, if we use the twenty years old criteria, then Elise S1’s are classics and early S2’s may soon become 
eligible.  However, the UK Government current “historic” vehicle car tax cut-off date is now 1st January 1979 so 
that seems to exclude both of them.   

A Telegraph article published in March 2018 stated :- 

Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs see as 'classic' (basically) any car that is worth £15,000 or more, 
and aged 15 years or older. This combination of price and age is the closest we have to a metric of desirability 
– if a fifteen-year-old car commands a price of £15,000, it’s probably something pretty interesting.  

 Hence both Elise models could be back in! 

If the above quote is correct, it seems UK Governments view is inconsistent as far as classic cars are 
concerned and road fund tax free status, so we are no further forward!  

Desirability is another possible definition and could include “performance”, “style” or “rarity”. There are many 
modern Lotus with high levels of performance and hence desirable.  Style could be excluded as that is 
according to “the eye of the beholder” and with production increasing, rarity could also go, just leaving 
performance. Performance on its own does not seem to be the ideal criteria but a combination of each of the 
above could be!  

So, as we are no further forward, I have given up and suggest you decide for yourselves. 

During my internet research I discovered the Hazelnet.com web site which gave some interesting details of 
several Lotus concept models that never went into production. The web site also showed a simplistic diagram 
showing when they were conceived which I have had to re-create below using Microsoft Excel. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

I had heard of the Etna and M250 prototypes, the former I saw on offer in Paul Matty’s showroom, the latter I 
saw at Brands Hatch many years ago, others were new to me and never went into production including the 
following :- 

Lotus Emotion 

In 1991 Bertone decided to design a new body for the chassis of the Lotus Esprit, produced by General 
Motors. The chassis is the same length as the Lotus Esprit (245 cm), but with the total length at just over 4 
metres (406 cm) 

Lotus Emme (1997) 

While mainly specialising in scooters, the Brazilian company Emme joined Lotus in 1997 to produce a car 
based on the existing Emme 420 and 420T. The turbocharged 16-valve engine produced over 121 hp per litre 
and 354 Newton metres of torque, achieving 0-60 mph in 4.9 sec, 0-100 mph in 11.9 sec, and with a top 
speed 171mph. Only 12-15 were ever built. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Lotus Extreme concept car (2000) 

The vehicle was to be a radical, two-seater with a fighter cockpit seating arrangement. Its construction would 
comprise of an aluminium chassis with composite bodywork and carbon fibre. The driving experience was to 
be maximised by a unique suspension system, which will allow the vehicle to lean into bends. 

Lotus ECO2S, 2002 

The 2002 Geneva Motor Show saw the launch of Lotus Engineering's project: 'ECO2s' (pronounced ECOS). The project 

uses a number of new techniques to reduce emissions and body weight with the ultimate goal of an environmentally 

friendly sports car. 

The Enjoy, Sept 2003 

A concept car by Pininfarina called the Enjoy. This car converts from a road car to an open wheeled, race car. 

EVE Hybrid, March 2007 

The EVE programme was undertaken by a cross-functional team of Lotus and Proton engineers. The 
resulting EVE Hybrid demonstrator, based on a Proton Gen.2 compact midsize car with a 1.6litre petrol 
engine.  

Above images and basic details attributed to www.Hazelnet.org. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So, what started out writing about my Elise becoming a classic, this newsletter contribution seems to have 
turned out very differently. 

Vaughn 

P.S My “Classic-Line” insurance company has just approved an “agreed value” policy on my Elise S2 so it 
may be a classic after all!  

"Back to the Future ” ……. Number 4? 

In some ways my final choice of using Option 1 could be characterised by this movie title. Namely, to avoid 
further restoration effort for at least the next 20 years, parts may need to be taken back to their original raw 
state (Back to 1968). Then proper finishing should hopefully last until 2039 (the Future).  Option 1’s seven 
stage process seemed to me to provide the best opportunity for this (for further details – see their website). 

                                                                                                                                   

Normal paint stripper and even Nitromors helped. However, in the end, I found it required a combination of 
these plus soaking in vinegar, neutralising with bicarbonate of soda and an awful lot of time with wire wool 
and brushes to get the metal to a state ready for re-spraying. A trip to a local welder was also required in 
order to repair the back plate itself. The throttle bracket needed a couple of new spot welds, the casing edge 
needed straightening and brazing where it had split. Additionally, one of threaded tubes for the air box bolt 
needed re-attaching. 

There has been some speculation in the press recently that there could be a 
further film for the “Back to the Future” franchise. No, I haven’t been asked 
to write the script for the film (yet) and no, I haven’t gone “bananas” and 
asked Option 1 sports cars to remodel my Elan body shell into a DeLorean. 
The theme though embraces recent restoration activities while I await the 
return of the restored body (and rolling chassis). The last picture I have of 
the body was at the primer stage. However, at the time of writing, I am glad 
to report that the body restoration should be complete in about 1 week! 

Applying the same philosophy, I have used the last few months to strip 
back a number of parts for repair prior to restoring them to a standard 
ready for re-fitting (see below).  

1 Carburettor Air box: This is made up 
of two key parts: a fibreglass cover and a 
steel back plate. On inspection the 
former was found to be in good condition 
and really only needed a deep clean 
followed by a polish. 

The back plate however was rusty and damaged. Removing residual 
paint was a real challenge. 

2 Engine Fan: Both the fan itself and the pulley that it attaches to were 

undamaged except for some flaking paint and surface rust.  The same 

treatment as above was employed. 

3 Pedal Assembly: Relatively 
speaking restoration of the pedal 
assembly didn’t take too much time.

The surprise (which according to Lotuselan.net had also surprised 
others!), was that the pedal assembly could only be partially 
dismantled. There is a weld at both ends of the tube that holds the 
brake and clutch pedals together. Consequently, only the 
accelerator pedal can be removed for separate restoration and 
respray. 
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4 Interior Heater: Like the air box back plate, stripping the heater 

back to its raw state proved a very time consuming task. It also 

required about a gallon of vinegar(!) to fill a container big enough to 

soak the casing for rust removal. The frustrating aspect of this was 

that 2/3rds of the casing was rust free. However, with a time horizon 

of another 20 years, I felt a full strip down to bare metal was 

necessary. On opening the casing, I was astonished to find a huge 

amount of debris trapped within.   

Whilst most of the components were relatively easy to dis-assemble, I ended up having to use a hub puller 
to release the fan from the motor spindle. I wanted to have the heating element pressure tested and the flow 
checked for blockages. Vaughn had recommended a company in Kemsing but I found that they had gone 
out of business. Eventually I located a firm in Tunbridge Wells who could do the job and repair it if 
necessary. That was a trip back in time itself – a real old style workshop down a passage way between 
terraced houses. All tested okay.  

I also sought professional assistance to check the fan motor, the 
window motors and the starter motor. The latter needed a new 
pinion but apart from that the units only needed minimal other 
work.  

5 Air Filter: Whilst still 
structurally sound, the 
air filter had a very high 

degree of surface rust and due to it’s shape, I decided to have this 

bead blasted. As with most of the components above this then 

had three coats of “Hammerite Direct to Rust” which seems to 

offer  a very solid protection without needing a primer. However in 

this case, because the filter had been bead blasted, primer 

needed to be applied almost immediately to prevent any 

corrosion. 

Work in progress includes the steering column, the handbrake and the carburettors.  There will be more with 
regard to the latter in my next article when I hope I will be able to include some pictures of the car when it 
returns following its restoration and re-spray.  

As a final item to mention, I took the opportunity of a change in holiday plans to drop my steering wheel in 
for restoration at N. Fulcher Coach trimmers near Hethel. It’s a one man business run by Steve who learnt 
his trade from his father. His father had moved from being a tailor to running the Engineering Trim Design 
and Development Department at Lotus Cars. Thus, even the restoration of the steering wheel has a linkage 
between Past and Future. Oh, and guess what? …....Steve had a DeLorean in his workshop at the time! 


