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Editorial
Once again, the newsletter speaks for itself, so no need for a long editorial from me. My thanks to Jon/
Michelle and Vaughn for their contributions. We’re fast approaching the time of year when many of our
treasured Lotuses are wrapped up and put away for the winter. How quickly the motoring year seems to
have passed, but for the most part it’s been a good summer, so I hope, like me, you’ve managed to have
some good runs out in the cars this year.
I had what will probably be the last significant run in the Elise recently. In the midst of one of those
particularly manic days at work that come along every so often the ‘phone rang, for the umpteenth time
that morning. ‘Oh now what’ was my first thought. ‘Can you get the day off tomorrow? There’s a spare
ticket going for The Revival’. The world was immediately put to rights, and early next morning, in perfect
conditions, I had a great run down to Goodwood, and I had an equally enjoyable run back late in the
evening. If only all working weeks ended that way. The hot, sunny day in between was pretty good too.
Finally, thanks to whoever it was that sent a photo of the Group at Brands Hatch and a note reporting
that it’s our 25th anniversary year to Absolute Lotus magazine. They were printed on page 10, so look out
for it. It also notes when and where we meet for club nights, so be prepared for a lot of new faces at the
next one!

NKLG Summer Run
(Fish & Chip Run)
The summer run this year began with 5 cars and their owners meeting at the Moody Mare at 9am on a
lovely sunny summer’s morning. Due to a mechanical failure I had to leave the Esprit behind and drive the
Merc. Michelle decided to co-pilot so relegating Jazmine to rear gunner position. Chris C, Steve B, Ron &
Shirley R, Mike and Marcus T made up a very nice convoy of 4 Lotus with myself taking the lead in the
Merc.
We set off at 9.30 and made our way
through the wonderful Kent countryside to
Pooh Corner, Hartfield where we were met
by John & Joan U for tea and cake and a
wander around the Winnie the Pooh
Museum.
After tea and cake, or in my case coffee, a
short drive brought us to Piglet’s car park
where those able took a stroll in Winnie the
Pooh country to the AA Milne and EH
Shepard memorial. In case you didn’t know
Ashdown Forest was the home of
Christopher Robin and his friends.
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After taking in the views we mounted up for the final leg of the run. Steve had a prior engagement so had to
leave us at this point. The remaining cars, still 5 after being joined by John & Joan in their Elan, drove the
rest of the tour finishing at the lovely home of Howard & Jenny in Groombridge, where they had offered to
host the post run lunch.
Roger & Chrissie
couldn’t make the run
but did join us for lunch.
Chrissie had taken a
tumble and is now
sporting a cast on her
broken wrist, get well
soon Chrissie.
It had been decided fish
& chips were the order
of the day so before
setting off on the run the order was placed which
Jenny and Howard duly collected from Tunbridge Wells.
Jenny also kindly provided hot and cold drinks along with large quantities of homemade cakes and a
blackberry cheesecake that I must say is one of the best I’ve tasted
All in all, a very enjoyable day in great
company.
So, to end, on behalf of all who
attended I’d like to thank Howard and
Jenny for once again hosting the
NKLG summer run at their beautiful
home.

Jon & Michelle
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Nothing of Importance.
Early last year I decided to have my Elise lower door sills resprayed as after seventeen years on the road
they had become unsightly due to stone chips. Unfortunately, for some older Lotus cars, “touch up paint
sticks” are no longer available from Lotus except by special order at a considerable cost, rumoured to be
£50 plus each and a long delivery time.
Hence, you can easily find yourself in a dilemma when deciding which is preferable (a) paying for Lotus
touch-up paint, (b) respray with a possible colour miss-match or (c) living with the stone chips, so having
weighed up all the options I had to make my choice. Initially I was concerned that my Elise, being a
metallic paint finish (Quartz), the paint match would be difficult to achieve and I did not want any re-spray
to be too obvious.
Having rejected two local Sevenoaks body shop respray quotes (both were outrageous), I now suspect
they only wanted to do profitable insurance jobs, I decided to use a recommended mobile body
preparation/paint expert.
Following completion of the above work I was very pleased with the result (and cost) but it should be
noted that my expert, who tends to support main line dealers repairing new cars damaged in transit,
always seems to be very busy but tends to do non trade services via personal recommendations.
Back in the March 2018 newsletter I described the problems encountered when fitting a front fibreglass
bib/spoiler and making sure it stayed attached to the front clam shell. I also mentioned my D.I.Y attempts
at spraying using Halfords paint spray cans which although acceptable at the time did not match the
original paint even though the colour was mixed-to-order and the canister label stated it to be Quartz.
Therefore, I decided that it was time to get the lower front of the front clam shell and bib/spoiler resprayed
the correct colour by the same expert and also eliminate more dreaded stone chips. To minimise the time
taken to mask off the body and prevent potential signs of the respray, I removed the headlight covers,
direction indicators, radiator air intake and side cooling grills etc. etc. and to make his work a little easier I
raised the front of the car on stands.
By removing the headlight covers, this eliminated the needed to remove the actual headlight assemblies
which is a time consuming task, but the headlight lenses and reflectors had to be carefully wrapped in
clingfilm for protection against the copious amount of dust created.

Page 3

Had I not previously seen my experts’ skills and had total confidence in him, I would have started to have
doubts as he started to prepare the body with a succession of air driven tools.

Following the application of the primer and further hand flattening, the actual finish paint was applied in a
very thin layer so the surface preparation and primer coat was of paramount importance, unlike the old
solvent-based paint. I was intrigued to watch him blend the various paint colours/metallic elements need
to create the finish colour (each individual constituent was weighed in grams prior to mixing).
According to the Internet, water-based paint should really be called “Waterborne” paint as the water
element is used to deliver the paint pigment onto the primed surface rather than using a solvent which is
now considered to be environmentally harmful.
The paint pigments attach themselves to the water particles and this mix is sprayed on in several very
thin layers. Typically, the Waterborne mix consists of 70% water, 20% solids and 10% solvent.
According to “Wikipedia” and I quote:
“Metallic paint is made in a similar way as ordinary auto paint but has minute little flecks of metallic
substance inside it which gives it the metallic appearance. Metallic paints, or just metallics, generally
consist of a base coat with a clear lacquer, usually a transparent acrylic polyurethane top coat, for
protection and extra gloss.
"Flop", or "flip-flop", refers to the difference between the amount or hue of light reflected at different
angles from a metallic paint surface. The differences are caused by the size and reflectivity the metallic
flakes in the paint and also by their orientation and the degree to which they are all oriented in the same
direction.
Historically, it was always difficult to achieve an invisible repair if the paint was damaged because it is
critical to reproduce the flop of the original surface as well as its pigment.”
End of quote.
Watching the colour change during the spraying process from a patchy faint blue to a silver/grey as the
water content evaporated was interesting but the paint colour did not seem to be correct even though the
paint had dried. At this point in the processes, if this had been a D.I.Y spray attempt, a high level of panic
would have occurred.
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It was only after the clear lacquer coat had been applied did the correct Quartz colour emerge as can be
seen in the following photos.

Original Paint Finish

New Paint Finish

Following re-assembly, the two side grills being the most difficult, I am pleased with the result but just
wonder how long it will be before the first stone chip appears?
Vaughn R
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2019 Events

November

Date

Event

Sat 30th

Christmas meal Hadlow Manor Hotel. .

All previous 2019 TBA’s are being rolled over to next years programme, so it’s looking like a good year already!

Contacts

Meetings: 2nd Wednesday each month, The Moody Mare, Seven Mile Lane, ME18 5QY Web
Site: www.NorthkentLotusgroup.org
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