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Editorial 

 
When I sit down to write the newsletter editorials I do so in the belief that the majority of the NKLG 
membership will see it, but I wonder if the reality is somewhat different. I do sometimes get some 
sort of an acknowledgement (my thanks mainly to Steve B & Mark B for these) but beyond that it’s 
usually a stony silence. The one minor success we have had has been for ‘my Lotus story’, and my 
thanks again to those who have contributed theirs, but by my calculation these account for just 
about 10% of the membership, so I think there’s more to come.  
 
Last month’s request for items to include in a review of the past year provided the usual avalanche 
of nothingness, so if this is to be compiled it falls again to the Steering Group to do all the work, 
and in the course of the year they do far more, and put much more effort in to ensure the smooth 
running of the Group than most members will appreciate. It may be that we have now fully entered 
the ‘Facebook age’, and that the monthly newsletter should be consigned to history. I hesitate to 
ask for opinion on that .... 
 
Another of the Group’s activities which perhaps requires some review is the Christmas meal, and 
the timing of this newsletter is such that you’ll be reading this just after this year’s get-together. The 
venues where we hold these usually require a minimum number of attendees to make it worth their 
while, and this year, and the last few, we have struggled to achieve the necessary numbers, 
indeed last year somebody dropped-out late in the day and the Group had to fund a ‘phantom’ 
guest. Perhaps we need to move on to some other means of celebrating the end of another year, if 
we do so at all, but again your input is required to establish an opinion on this. 

 
On more general matters, which the editorial is usually about, it occurred to me recently that the 
newsletter is more often than not reporting on people or events, but rarely cars. Since this is a car 
club this is perhaps a bit of an oversight on my part. This thought was prompted by hearing that 
one of our number should be taking delivery of an Emira in the New Year (after quite a long wait!). 
When you consider that we also have a 1954 Lotus 6 in the Group, and a good spread of other 
models in between these two bookends, we have a great range of cars. I believe we recently lost a 
Lotus Cortina, and I’m not aware of anyone in the Group having an Evija (mainly due to the fact 
that they’ve all been sold) although the £2m price tag may also be a factor, so there’s bound to be 
some gaps, but the spread has been bolstered recently by some 1980’s ‘wedges’ joining the fold. 
Maybe an objective for 2023 should be to get as many different models together as we can.  

 
There is the possibility of our organising our own car show next year, maybe combining with other 
Lotus clubs, so that might be the one to aim for. More details to follow! 
 
Finally, being the last newsletter of the year, I would like to thank you all for contributions to the 
newsletter and to the general support of the Group over the past 12 months. No newsletter goes by 
without me thanking Vaughn for his input into compiling the newsletter and sometimes for an article 
(both of which are applicable this month) but in addition to this, Vaughn has now expanded his 
scope of services to becoming the NKLG Archivist! With a good deal of help from John F, they 
have been filling the gaps in the past newsletters on the website, with input, of course, from Ron. 
On behalf of the whole Membership, my thanks to all three of them for this. 
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I think that takes this newsletter editorial full circle, from opening with a question as to whether 
anybody reads this at all, to pointing out that there’s an almost inexhaustible supply of old 
newsletters soon to be available online. 
 
I hope you all have a very happy and restful festive season, and I look forward to seeing you all, 
with a vast variety of shiny cars (mine’s being resprayed at the moment!) in 2023. 
Roger D 

 

 

Lotus an Obsession? 

My real “Lotus obsession” commenced in April 2000 when I purchased my first Lotus, a Europa.  

However, my obsession with cars probably started in 1952 when my father acquired his very first 
car, a small pre-war two door Austin Seven Ruby. At that time the car was already rather old and 
required constant attention. By watching my father undertake running repairs I became 
increasingly interested in its mechanical workings. Although still at school in the mid 1950’s (aged 
about 13), with my father’s help, I got a Saturday job in a somewhat disreputable garage in the 
back streets of Bromley learning how to repair cars. I suspect my father hoped this work 
experience would dissuade me from entering the motor trade when I left school and embark on a 
less dirty and better paid profession (It worked as I became an apprentice in a large Radio & 
Television repair business). At that time, the cars involved were typically post-war Ford 1172 cc 
four-cylinder side-valve engines (103E ‘Popular’) and OHV Austin A30 saloons, all used as hire 
cars, plus several large V8 engined chauffeur driven American wedding limousines.  

I distinctly remember working outside in the winter, lying under a car replacing the big end 
bearings (no hydraulic lifts in those days). It was there that I learnt the difference between “floating 
and clamped gudgeon pins”, the technical details of camshafts, thrust washers, carburation, oil 
circulation/filter systems, gaskets/seals etc etc,   

On another occasion, being sent on my bicycle, to a small engineering shop in Bromley South to 
have an engine’s conrod bearings re-metalled (white-metal, no replaceable big-end shells). Whilst 
there I saw pistons being machined to allow an extra expanding oil control ring to be fitted below 
the gudgeon pin. The latter was done to control excessive oil consumption without the engine 
needing a rebore.  

On the subject of re-metalled conrod bearings, looking at www.Fordpop.com web site, it states: - 

“Ford Popular engines last as little as 40,000 miles between rebuilds, that is, if the oil is changed 
every 3,000 miles. If oil changes are skimped the engine could last as little as 25,000 miles 
between rebuilds.” This web site also added “Lack of durability extends to how the white-metalled 
bearings are fitted.” 

For those not old enough to be familiar with the fitting of re-metalled con rod big ends, I had to coat 
the engines crankshaft journals with engineer’s blue and reassemble the engine conrods (done 
whilst under supervision). It was then necessary to carefully rotate the crankshaft by hand and 
then dismantle the conrod big ends to check for any high spots on the white-metal bearing 
surfaces. Any high spots were then carefully removed by scraping the bearing surface with a 
special knife but this only done by the most experienced mechanic, not by me. This procedure was 
repeated several times until all the con rod bearing’s surfaces showed no visible high spots and 
were considered to be satisfactory. All very trial and error and engineering tolerances were 
generally very wide in those days. Also be aware that in those days an engines sump was 
removed after five hundred miles of running-in and the crankshaft main caps and big end bolts re-
tightened. I cannot remember anyone using a torque wrench as bolts/nuts were tightened up by 
“feel”. 

The technical knowledge I gained whilst working at that garage became valuable in later life when 
it came to rebuilding my own engines and gearboxes etc.  

I first became aware of the name Lotus when I watched a sports car race at Crystal Palace in 1956 
and recollect seeing Graham Hill drive a Lotus 11. 

http://www.fordpop.com/
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Subsequently in the early 1960’s, I helped the official Goodwood circuit photographer to develop 
and print racing photographs in his darkroom in Penge. As a reward I would accompany him to 
race circuits such as Goodwood and Crystal Palace. And having been given a paddock pass, I 
was able to take my own photographs and obtain the autographs of the leading drivers, including 
Colin Chapman, Moss, Brooks and Salvadori etc.  

I was at Goodwood on the 23rd April 1962, the day Stirling 
Moss’s racing career ended after he crashed in Rob 
Walkers hybrid Lotus 18/21.   

Time passed and I became a BRSCC marshal at Brands 
Hatch. It was there during the 1967 BOAC 500-mile 
endurance race when my real obsession with Lotus cars 
started.  

Part of my marshalling duties was to assist the RAC 
scrutineering team and as such I sat in and steered the 
factory entered John Miles/Jackie Oliver Lotus 47 (Europa 
shape) as it was pushed in to the scrutineering bay for 
post-race inspection. 

I cannot really explain why it created such a desire to have a Lotus Europa but the low seating 
position, compactness of the cockpit and the hot smells inside the cockpit after that race was so 
different from any normal car that I had ever sat in.  

What impressed me most about John 
Miles/Jackie Oliver’s performance on that 
day, is that they covered only fourteen 
laps less than the winning Chaparral 2F 
driven by Mike Spence/Phil Hill.  

You should take into account that the 
Chaparral had a 6997 cc, 525 bhp V8 
engine and the 47 had a Cosworth 1598 
cc - 180 bhp four-cylinder engine.  

Some thirty plus years later, I was by then 
a MoD Quality Manager and attended 
monthly management meetings at the 
MoD research establishment HQ in 
Malvern, Worcestershire. 

One fateful day after one of my meeting’s had finished, I saw a Pistachio coloured Europa (type 
74) parked next to my hire car. Not a standard Europa but one with a full roll cage and semi slick 
tyres, obviously intended for some form of competition.  

Visions of the works 47 came flooding back and the following month when I returned to Malvern, I 
managed to meet Gordon Morrison the owner. He explained his Europa had a 155 bhp dry-sump, 
twin cam engine and he was participating in the Paul Matty championship hill climbs/sprints.  

It was pure chance that he had used the Europa to go to work that day as he did not normally drive 
it on the road. This chance meeting re-ignited my desire to own a Europa and Paul Matty 
subsequently offered me a non-running barn find car for £4000 but it was in such poor condition 
that I declined, requiring more time to restore it than I had available. I was told that it was later 
exported to Japan, as apparently, there was a Japanese “Manga” cartoon comic character who 
used a Europa, hence the Japanese interest. 

Paul then offered me a scruffy but totally mechanically restored Elan FHC (including new chassis 
etc.) for £7500 but it just did not excite me in the same way as a Europa did so I turned that down 
which looking at the current day values was a big mistake on my part.  

Finally, in April 2000 I saw an advertisement in Classic & Sportscar magazine for a privately 
owned 1972 Pistachio coloured Europa Twin Cam for sale in Hastings.  

 

The Miles/Oliver Lotus 47 at Brands 
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The car was owned by Tim Card a very reputable ex Weslake race engine builder and the 
Europa’s engine had a stage 3 Weslake gas flowed head and Piper camshafts. Other items on the 
car suggested it had also been prepared for competition e.g., adjustable suspension, oil catch tank 
etc. etc. all of which made the car just too tempting. Tim’s young daughter had named it “Kermit” 
for obvious reasons and the name stuck throughout my ownership. 

After a test drive and some negotiation, I purchased it for £5500. Unfortunately, it broke down on 
the way home due to a fuel line blockage and it had to be towed home which did not impress 
Diana my wife. Not a good start to Lotus ownership! 

Interestingly, as a comparison, other advertisements in the same magazine offered a 1970 Elan 
DHC for £8,500 with new galvanised chassis and body restored, yet another missed opportunity 
and another case of my heart overriding my head? 

Subsequently I discovered that the Europa’s Weslake gas flowed head had been developed 
specifically for Alan Mann racing, so together with the Piper camshafts the cars power exceeded 
that of the normal 125 bhp sprint engine, possibly 135 bhp plus. It had sufficient power to hold off a 
standard S1 Elise on the Brands GP circuit straights although the brakes were just not up to the 
job when slowing for paddock bend. 

As previously mentioned, Gordon 
Morrison participated in the Paul Matty 
hill climb championship and on one 
occasion he came to stay overnight at 
my home on-route to a sprint on the 
Lotus test track. I took this unique 
photo of two identical (colour) Europa’s 
parked in my drive (What Bliss - one for 
the road and the other for the track). 

Over the following eight years I 
completely rebuilt the brakes and 
suspension, then the engine after a 
piston ring broke and oil consumption 
became excessive requiring a rebore 
and new pistons, bearings etc 

The story of my engine rebuild was reported in two NKLG Newsletters (dated June 2003 and Jan 
2004) but deserves its own a separate article. 

After eight years of Europa ownership, my main concern was the need to restore/paint the body 
and the possibly of having to replace the chassis in the longer term. 

The cost would have exceeded the cars value at the time so reluctantly I sold it to Paul Izzard in 
Oxfordshire for £7500. Paul restored the Europa’s bodywork and kept the car for a further four 
years and then sold it to another Club Lotus owner in Oxfordshire for £11,500. 

I note that restored Europa’s now sell for £18,000 and upwards, confirmation that I should have 
kept it, yet another poor decision on my part.  

With the Europa sold, I soon realised that I need to fill the space in my motoring life with another 
Lotus.  

The cost of baby Elan’s again far exceeded my budget so I started looking for an Elise even 
though, unlike a Europa which has the gearbox behind the longitudinal engine, it is not a true “mid 
engined” car.  

By then retired from full time employment, I continued working as a part time management/quality 
consultant which required me to make regular visit to factories in the midlands. During my trips, I 
would call into Paul Matty’s showroom to see what he had on offer. Then in December 2007, Paul 
had a 2002 Elise 111S (S2) for sale with only 19,000 recorded miles and had the more powerful 
156 bhp MG/Rover K series VVC engine which I agreed to purchase for £15,000.  
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The Elise car’s service book did not have a normal dealer’s pre-delivery stamp but showed it had 
been supplied direct from the Lotus factory to a Mrs Clarkson. I thought this was unusual and 
when I received the registration documents, I saw that Mrs Clarkson lived at an address in 
Chipping Norton. 

 An internet search confirmed that she was in fact Jeremy Clarkson’s second wife Francis (now his 
second ex-wife). Roger D recently loaned me Jeremy Clarkson’s book “Driven to Distraction” and 

on page 43 Jeremy states that Francis 
returned my Elise to the factory for a sports 
exhaust to be fitted as the sound of the 
original exhaust was not loud enough for 
her. Even after nearly twenty years of use, 
it is still in good condition. 

This photo of the two cars was taken when 
Paul Izzard visited me in 2008 after 
restoring the Europa’s body. 

I have owned a Lotus now for over twenty 
years and my Elise for fifteen. Fortunately, I 
can still get in/out of it un-aided, although it 
takes me a little longer now. With 156 bhp 
plus it is enjoyable to drive on 
empty/smooth roads even though it does 

not quite give me the same feeling as the Europa did but it feels a little closer with the hard top on. 

Having moved home, I now have a double width garage and there seems to be a spare parking 
space for something interesting, a Europa perhaps, just don’t mention that idea to Diana !  

Vaughn 

Old Newsletter Archive 

Following on from the editorial, although some 25 old issues have now been recovered a further 
59 are yet to be found. All issues prior to 2007 went astray following a software platform change 
many years ago. It is hoped in the longer term to be able to re-load issues back to 2000, once they 
have been found.  

Ron our Web master hopes to find a method to restrict on-line newsletter access to members only 
to protect any personal information.  

Vaughn 

Contacts 

Regalia & Clothing:  www.arktrading.com 

Meetings: 2nd Wednesday each month @ The Rose Revived, Ashes Lane, Hadlow, Nr Tonbridge, TN11 0AN 

Web Site: www.NorthkentLotusgroup.org 
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